


















Accommodations weren't too bad, and we 
settled in for the installation. 

Tuesday through the following Tuesday we 
worked on installing 15 SATLOC systems in 
the aircraft at Aschinsk. We were told we 
would have two Russian mechanics and an 
interpreter working with each one of us. This 
didn't happen, and we pretty much worked in 
tearns of two installing the systems as quickly 
as we could. After some fabrication and chang­
ing out of switches for activation of the 
SATLOC system, we completed the installs. 

Wednesday, we found out we would be trav­
eling with the airplanes to their respective 
bases to begin the spraying of Dipel for the 
control of Siberian silk worm which was threat­
ening certain section of the Siberian Forest. The 
global plan is to contain this pest on the Asian 
continent. It's spread to any other continent 
could devastate the soft wood production in 
the world. This part of Russia represents one­
third of world's supply of soft wood and so it 
was imperative this spray produce the best re­
sults it could. This was also when I found out 
we would be installing ground based differ­
ential correction base stations at these sights. 
They said we were to find the highest possible 
point to set up these stations for the best range. 
They said we should try to find a radio tower 
to benefit from its height. 

Shortly after dinner, Dimitry, my interpreter, 
and I departed for Osinovy Mys, a small vil­
lage along the Chuna River, which was two 
hours air time northeast of Krasnoyarsk. 

Upon our arrival in Osinovy Mys, we were 
taken to our cabin to settle in. Then I was in­
formed of an American missionary family liv­
ing in this far away settlement in the middle 
of Russia. I went over and visited with them 
for awhile and they were very surprised to see 
another American. I visited with them twice 
more before I left this quaint village where I 
met and came to know many good Russians. 

... They are a very 
proud people, very 
Intelligent and very 

eager to learn ... 
The next day we were taken to the top of the 

nearest mountain where there was a 180 foot 
radio tower. I climbed the tower and installed 
the equipment about half way up. We went 
back to the airfield to check out its range. The 
radio wasn't working. Over the course of the 
next two days I climbed the tower seven more 
times trying to get the radio working. 

Finally, on the last time I opened the radio 
up and connected some wiring that had be­
come disconnected in shipment. By this time, 
we had moved all equipment to the top of the 
tower and on this last trip I remained on top 
for about and hour in 30 m.p.h. winds, freez­
ing rain, and snow, until I was sure the system 
was working well. We drank Vodka after I 
came down that time! 

Soon it was time for me to leave as my visa 
was to expire on the last day of August. We 
had taught each other things they didn't be­
lieve could exist and I learned of traditions that 
amazed me! The Russian's are a very kind 
people, and are very giving. This is only after 
they have come to know you and their respect 
is earned. They are a very proud people, very 
intelligent, and very eager to learn. It was hard 
to leave Osinovy Mys where respect and honor 
had been earned and traded, and where friend­
ship was a lasting memory, never to be forgot­
ten. 

... Friendship was a 
lasting memory, 

never 
to be forgotten ... 

We flew back out to Taseavo where the rest 
of the SATLOC crew had been all the time. This 
was a much larger city and there were more 
spray blocks available from this base. On the 
way from Osinovy Mys I was given the chance 
to fly the AN-2 we were flying in. The pilot 
was the director of spray operations for 
Aschinsk Air. He offered me the yolk and I 
flew for an hour or so until we touched down 
in Taseavo. Quite an experience and an honor 
to be given the opportunity the fly one of these 
aging giants of Russian aviation and one I will 
never forget. 

We drove back to Krasnoyarsk where we 
stayed overnight and the next day we were on 
our way back to Phoenix - just in time for the 
Labor Day weekend. My wife met me in Phoe­
nix and we returned to North Dakota on Sep­
tember 3. 

Few people receive the opportunity to gain 
the exciting experience I did. I have my wife 
and kids, and employer, SATLOC, Abbott Labs, 
the Russian Division of Forestry, and the many 
people I worked with and learned to know 
during this project, to thank for this unbeliev­
able experience. I hope to go back to Russia 
some time and revisit these places that taught 
me how lucky we are as Americans for the free­
dom and opportunities we have right here in 
this country. 
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I was hoping to go back but I didn't 

think it would be so soon. SATLOC called 

and asked if I could go back to Russia to 

remove some of the systems so they could 

be installed in aircraft in another region 

of Russia. I said I could, and we left in 

October. They said it should only take a 

few days and that most of the time would 

be spent traveling. The route was the 

same, only we stayed in Moscow one day 

on the way over because of a mix-up in 

ground transportation when we arrived 

in Moscow. That was okay, as we got to 

see the Kremlin. This is an old country 

and there is a lot ofhistory we don't real­

ize, as Americans, 1 think. 

When we arrived in Aschinsk we 

weren't exactly warmly greeted. They 

hadn't been paid for the spraying they had 

done that yem from the RlISSian Division 

of Forestry, so they were relucttmt to let 

us remwe any of the systems. We spent 

a day and one half just negotiating their 

removal and finally, were allowed to re­

move 7 of the 15 systems. We also re­

moved two of the base stations. All of the 

equipment was not removed from the air­

plilnes such as the wiring harnesses, an­

tennas and installiltion kits. We were told 

by Steve they were probably going to be 

installed in aircraft closer to Moscow. 

Without the equipment we didn't remove, 

there will be more sales to the Russian's 

to make up for these parts. Also, there is 

a potential for 50 more systems through­

out Russia just next year alone. It ap­

pears we will be busy. At least I hope so. 

The trip back was pretty uneventful 

and we were happy to be home. 



"NORTH DAKOTA AVIATION: PAST/PRESENT/FUTURE" 
UPPER MIDWEST AVIATION SYMPOSIUM 

MARCH 2,3,4,5, 1997 

Radisson Inn, Bismarck, ND 
701/258-7700 

(Please Print or Type) 

Name ofParticipant. _____________________ ,Spouse Name ________ _ 
(To be printed on name tag and enclose your business card) 

Address ____ ,--____________ City ________ State ___ Zip: ____ _ 

CompanyorAirportName ________________ Phone ____________ ___ 

*Pre-Registration Fee: 
Member .................................................................................................................. $40.00+ ______ _ 

Spouse .................................................................................................................. $15.00 ______ _ 

Hall of Fame Banquet ...................................................................... ......... ... .. .............................. $17.00 ______ _ 

Organilational Dues: (You must be a member of one organization and register for the symposium) 

Airport Association of North Dakota .......................... .. .............. $25.00 __ --'----::--__ 

Associate Membership .......................................... $25.00 ______ _ 

North Dakota Agricultural Aviation Association .......................................... $50.00 ______ _ 

Associate Membership ............ .............................. $10.00 ______ _ 

North Dakota Aviation Association .......... .. .............................. $25.00 _----:: ____ _ 

Associate Membership .......................................... $10.00 __ ----' ___ _ 

North Dakota Flying Farmers ......... .. ............................... $55.00 ______ _ 

North Dakota Pilots Association .......................................... $12.00 ______ _ 

Associate Membership (Non-Voting) ....... ....................... .. .......... $10.00 ___ --= __ _ 

". North Dakota Professional Aviation Mechanics Association .......................................... $15.00 ______ _ 

Associate Membership (Non-Voting) ................................... .. ..... $10.00 ______ _ 

North Dakota Sport Aviation Association & Experimental Aviation Association ........................ $50.00 _-;-____ _ 

(Includes National & Local Dues) 

GRAND TOTAL $ ___ _ 
"Registration fee includes: Admission to Symposium, Exhibit Area, Speakers, and Coffee Breaks. +Registration after February 21 is $50.00. 

Mail To: Jim Lawler, Rt 2, Box 15B • Mandan, ND 58554 

DO NOT MAIL REGISTRATION FORM AFTER FEBRUARY 21, 1997 

Make Checks Payable to N.D.A.C. 
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The Great Canoe Race: 
A Fable for FAA Management 

Once upon a time, the Boy Scouts challenged 
the FAA to a canoe race. Both sides practiced 
a lot, but when the race occurred, the Boy 
Scouts won by a mile! The F.A.A. assembled a 
committee to study why they lost, and decided 
that it was because the Scouts had seven row­
ers and one steerer, and the FAA has seven 
steerers and one rower. 

Determined not to be beat at this again, the 
committee issu~d another challenge, and un­
dertook a series of meeting around the coun­
try to come up with a winning strategy. After 
a final 3 week meeting at Walt Disney World, 
the FAA Steering Committee decided the crew 
had been all wrong, and issued a new plan for 
manning the canoe. There would be: three 
"area steering specialists," two "steering staff 
advisors," one "senior steering manager," one 
"rower," and in concern for the health of the 
team, one "health and stress management spe­
cialist." Again they practiced, and when the 
day arrived for the next race, the Boy Scouts 
won by TWO miles! 

At this point, the FAA Steering Committee 
decided to fire the rower for poor performance, 
sell the canoe, and use the money thus saved 
to provide performance awards, vacations, and 
quality achievement awards for the fine work 
done by the Steering Committee. 
-ANON (attributed to F. Penal 
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WHAT IS THE NORTH DAKOTA AVIATION COUNCIL? 
Many of you are receiving this complementary issue of the North Dakota Aviation 

Quarterly for the first time. 
Even if you do not plan on visiting us at the Symposium, we'd like to acquaint you with 

our organization: North Dakota Aviation Council, "United We Stand" 
The North Dakota Aviation Council was founded in 1983 by six state aviation 

organizations interested in promoting aviation in the state and in presenting their concerns 
before government and the general public. NDAC was founded with the notion that 
solutions to problems facing aviation in this state can be best served by consolidating and 
working together rather than struggling as independent special interest groups. 

NDAC seeks to serve aviation professiona1s by providing a forum for the exchange of 
information, ideas, and experience among their peer-pilots, agricultural operators, airport 
managers, FBO's, mechanics, and educators. Advancing their goal is an important function 
of the Upper Midwest Aviation Symposium (our annual convention). 

Over the years, NDAC has become an influential voice for the flying public and aviation 
services in North Dakota. By combining our talents and resources, we are set to explore 
answers to the most pressing issues of today and to ready ourselves for the exciting 
challenges of tomorrow. 

Organizations Making Up NDAC: 
NDPAMA, North Dakota Professional Aviation Mechanics Association 
NDAA, North Dakota Aviation Association 
AAND, Airport Association of North Dakota 
NDFF, North Dakota Flying Farmers 
NDAAA, North Dakota Agricultural Aviation Association 
NDPA, North Dakota Pilot's Association 
Affiliated Organizations Associated with NDAC: 
North Dakota Aeronautics Commission 
North Dakota Atliation Quarterly 
99's 
For further information on joining a member organization contact: 
ND Aeronautics Commission 
P.O. Box 5020 • Bismarck, ND 58502 • 701/328-9650 
With you we can make a difference. Call Now! 
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